Patients' reasons for attending the genitourinary medicine clinic.
Patients' reasons for attending the genitourinary medicine clinic inform and dictate the range of provisions and advice that the staff should provide. The objective analysis of these reasons would better inform the process of triage, clinical services and contractual arrangements (e.g. new to follow-up ratios). Our findings indicate that almost one in every two patients is presenting first with genitourinary symptoms and the majority of the remainder either identified themselves to be at risk or were identified by the attending clinician as having medical concerns and/or risk factors. This patient group could benefit, and must be offered, tests to exclude all sexually transmitted infections (within the condition's own incubation/test window periods).